BY-LAWS OF THE NORTH DAKOTA LAND TITLE ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE I – NAME
The name of this Association shall be “North Dakota Land Title Association.”

ARTICLE II – PURPOSES
The purposes for which this Association is formed are to promote better abstracting and preparation and dissemination of title information for the use of those interested in transactions involving real property, to promote the interest and welfare of the title profession, and to benefit title people in North Dakota by mutual cooperation and assistance.
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP
a) Active members in this association is limited to Certificates of Authority as abstracters under the laws of the State of North Dakota, who have subscribed to any code of ethics adopted by this Association, and who shall have paid the current dues for such membership in the amount set at any annual meeting of the Association.

b) Affiliated membership in this Association is limited to title insurance underwriters licensed to do business in the State of North Dakota, including their employees and officers, and their North Dakota licensed agents, and all individuals holding Certificates of Registration, who have been elected to affiliated membership at any annual or special meeting of the members of the Association, and who agree to abide by all rules and regulations of this Association.  Affiliated members shall pay the current dues for such membership in the amount set at any annual meeting of the Association, but shall have no vote at any of the meetings.

c) Exhibitor membership in this Association is limited to firms and individuals that supply equipment and/or services to the members of the Association, who have been elected to exhibitor membership at any annual or special meeting of the members of the Association, and who agree to abide by all rules and regulations of this Association.  Exhibitor members shall pay the current dues for such membership in the amount set at any annual meeting of the Association.

d) In order to be eligible for membership in the American Land Title Association (ALTA), membership is required in this Association.  However, ALTA membership is not a requirement for the members of this Association.
ARTIBLE IV – MEETINGS
a) The annual meeting of this Association shall be held at a time and place set by the last annual meeting of the Association, or in case of the failure of said meeting to set a time and place, at a time and place set by the president of the Association.
b) Special meeting may be held at such times and places as may be designated by the president, or by any ten active members of the Association.

c) Regional meetings may be held at such times and places as may be designated by the president, but no action binding upon the Association or its members may be taken at any regional meeting.

d) Notice of time and place of annual and any special and regional meetings will be posted on the North Dakota Land Title Association website and shall be given by mail, fax or email to each active, affiliated and exhibitor member at least ten (10) days before such meeting by the secretary-treasurer or by the person or persons calling the special meeting.  If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States Mail so addressed with postage thereupon prepaid.  If emailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when notice of delivery receipt is received.  If faxed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when transmitted.

e) A quorum at any annual or special meeting shall consist of at least ten (10) active members of the Association.

ARTICLE V – VOTING
Each active member shall have one vote at any annual or special meeting.  Affiliated and exhibitor members shall have no vote.

ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS
a) The officers of this Association shall be a president, vice-president, and a secretary-treasurer, each of whom must be an active member of the Association,  a partner in a partnership which is an active member, or an officer of a corporation which is an active member.  These officers shall constitute the Executive committee of the Association.
b) The president shall preside at all meetings of the members of this Association and of the Executive Committee, shall prepare and present at each annual, special and regional meeting a report o the business of the Association from the time of the last annual or special meeting, and shall perform all other duties pertaining to the office of the president.

c) The vice-president shall preside at any meeting of the members or of the Executive Committee at which the president is not present, shall perform all other duties of the president when for any reason the president is unable to perform such duties, and shall perform such other tasks as may be directed by the members or by the Executive Committee.
d) The secretary-treasurer shall keep the minutes of all meetings, shall keep all the records, papers, files and books of the Association, and turn them over to the successor in office as secretary-treasurer, shall generally perform all the duties usually pertaining to the office of secretary; shall have custody of the money and funds of the Association, shall keep its books and accounts, shall sign all checks of the Association but only for expenditures directed or authorized by members of the Executive Committee, at each annual and special meeting of the members shall present a report showing receipts and disbursement for the preceding year, and shall perform such other duties as may be directed by the members or by the Executive Committee.  The secretary-treasurer shall furnish a bond, at the expense of the Association, in such amount as the members may direct, sand shall receive such salary as may from time to time to be fixed by the members.
e) The Executive Committee shall manage all affairs of the Association not otherwise provided for during the period between meetings, and any two member thereof shall constitute a quorum.
f) The secretary-treasurer of this Association is authorized to attend either the federal conference or annual national convention of the American Land Title Association or receive an annual compensation of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000).  The president and vice-president are each authorized to attend such federal conference or annual convention one in two years as representatives of this Association.  Expense allowance shall be limited to round trip plane fare to the city where the convention is held, actual lodging not to exceed the double occupancy rate at the convention hotel, a per diem allowance of $75.00 per day for the days actually in attendance at the convention, and the registration fees for the convention.  Each officer attending such convention shall give a report thereof at the next annual meeting of this Association.

g) For mall other business of the Association, the officer shall be allowed mileage at the IRS allowance per mile and an expense allowance of not to exceed $50.00 per day.

ARTICLE VII – EDUCATION
The Executive Committee may arrange for schools and courses of instruction for members of the Association and their employees, and for this purpose may provide instructors and materials, make arrangements for places for holding such schools, and do anything required in this respect to promote better abstracting and assist the members of the Association.
ARTICLE VIII – DUES
The annual membership dues shall be in the amount as may be set by the members at any annual meeting, and shall be due and payable on January 1st of each year.  On or before December 15th of the preceding year, the secretary-treasurer shall send a notice to each active, affiliated and exhibitor member of the amount of such dues.

ARTICLE IX – TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP
a) Any active member whose Certificate of Authority under the laws of the State of North Dakota is revoked, canceled, or terminated in any manner, and any affiliated or exhibitor member whose license to do business in the State of North Dakota is cancelled, revoked or terminated in any manner or whose Certificate of Registration is canceled, revoked or terminated in any manner shall immediately cease to be a member of this Association.

b) The membership of any active, affiliated and exhibitor member shall cease on January 1st if the dues for that year are not paid.

c) Any active, affiliated or exhibitor member o f this Association may be expelled for conduct detrimental to the Association, or for willful violation of any code of ethics which may be adopted by the Association.  Such expulsion may be only by majority vote of the active members present and voting at any annual meeting or at any special meeting called for that purpose.  Before any member may be expelled, that member must be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a meeting of members of the Association, and must be given at least ten (10) days notice of the charges against it and of the date and place of such meeting.  At such meeting, the member whose expulsion is being considered may be represented by counsel, and may present any pertinent evidence or arguments to refute the charges may against such member.
ARTICLE X – AMENDMENT
These By-Laws may be amended at any annual or special meeting provided thirty (30) days prior to the meeting the proposed By-Law amendment has been posted on the North Dakota Land Title Association website by the secretary-treasurer, by a majority vote of the active members present and voting at such meeting.

Adopted September 15, 1973


Amended September 17, 1988

Amended September 13, 1975


Amended September 14, 1991

Amended September 16, 1978


Amended September 10, 1994

Amended September 15, 1979


Amended September 15, 2001

Amended September 13, 1980


Amended August 3, 2002

Amended September 17, 1983


Amended September 15, 2007
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